St Chad's Open Weekend, 14 & 15 September 2013
St Chad's held a second Open Weekend on 14 & 15 September 2013 as part of the Heritage Open Days national project.    Heritage Open Days was established in 1994 as England’s contribution to the European Heritage Days.  This scheme had been initiated in 1991 by the Council of Europe to raise appreciation for Europe’s rich and diverse cultural assets and their need for care and protection.   Today, European Heritage Days are held annually in September in 50 states from the Baltic to the Balkans, from Iceland to the Iberian Peninsula, when thousands of events highlight the dazzling diversity of Europe’s heritage.

At St Chad's, the Church, Hall and Community Wildlife Garden were open from 11am until 4pm on Saturday 14 and from 2pm until 4pm on Sunday 15 September.  Throughout these times volunteers from the congregation were on hand to welcome visitors, show them round the Church and garden and to provide them with refreshments in the Hall.  The impression of St Chad's given to visitors was crucially dependent on the involvement and commitment of these volunteers so thanks are due to all of them.  There were brief prayers at 11am on the Saturday and 2pm on the Sunday aimed to set the tone of the time of welcoming visitors, prayers again at 4pm on the Saturday and the weekend was rounded off by Evensong at 4pm on the Sunday.  Thanks are also due to all involved in these more formal ways.

Thanks also to local artist Ian Cooper who joined the Revd Kevin Dunn in a display of their paintings giving additional interest to the church as a building.  Robert Nicholls and Annemauraide Hamilton played the piano and violin respectively and, together with two of Annemauraide's former colleagues from the Hallé Orchestra, provided live music almost all day on Saturday.   

The Open Days were publicised by large posters on the notice boards in the church grounds, smaller posters around the neighbourhood and smaller still handbills handed out to passers-by in local streets.  Information appeared on the websites of the Withington Civic Society and the National Heritage Open Days organisation.

The weather for Open Weekend was decidedly mixed – pleasant and quite warm on the Saturday and heavy rain on the Sunday.  Despite the weather there was a reasonable flow of visitors on the Sunday.  Efforts were made to record the number of visitors to the church (42 signed the “visitors' book”) and to the garden (about 50 visitors counted) but it seems almost certain that these are under-estimates.  The number of children visiting either Church or garden was disappointing, especially as considerable efforts had been made to provide children's activities.  There were many positive and no negative comments in the “visitors' book”.

There was more focus than last year on fund-raising and over £300 was taken so it appears visitors are willing to spend money during their visit.
In the closing stages of the weekend, volunteers were offered evaluation forms to capture feelings about and responses to the weekend while they were fresh in people's minds and the forms were also available for other members of the congregation to complete on the following Sunday.  
The overall evaluation was that the weekend had been valuable and that the whole activity was worth doing again.  When the PCC comes to decide whether to participate in the Heritage Open Days scheme next year the following points need to be considered:

1. Is there a reason for doing it beyond “We did it last year”?

2. The dates for next year are 11-14 September; how does this fit with other dates, before, during and after mid-September?

3. How can the congregation as whole be more engaged?
4. How prominent should fund-raising be during the weekend?
5. How should activities at St Chad's relate to those at other venues?  There was some awkward overlap with St Nicholas Burnage for example.
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