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Welcome to St. Chad’s Church,
Ladybarn

St Chad is thought to have been born around 634 in Northumbria. His name suggests 
that he had a Celtic background and, according to the Venerable Bede, Chad was 
educated in the Celtic tradition of Christianity. He became abbot of several monasteries 
and Bishop of the Northumbrians.  He is best remembered today as Bishop of Lichfield, 
which he became in 669 and where he died on 2 March 672. St Chad and Lichfield 
Cathedral are depicted together in a window in the Lady Chapel and a carving in the 
chancel. St Hilda, St Oswald, Bede and Caedmon are also depicted in our church’s 
stained glass windows, reminding us of St Chad’s Northumbrian origins.

¶ The Gathering

Processional Hymn
 
 Please stand.

All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!

Refrain:
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice!

Refrain

Leslie Fletcher
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Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
That givest man both warmth and light.

Refrain

Dear mother earth, who day by day
Unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
Let them His glory also show.

Refrain

All you with mercy in your heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care!

Refrain

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!

Refrain

Welcome and Introduction

Bishop Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
All and also with you. 
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 The Bishop introduces the service and then prays

Loving God, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer and shape our lives  
for the kingdom of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

 The Bishop invites the congregation to greet their new priest.

 The Archdeacon accompanies the new priest to a place
 immediately in front of the Bishop.

The Presentation

 The Archdeacon addresses the Bishop as follows

Bishop Mark, as Archdeacon of Manchester after serious consideration and 
due consultation with others, I present Mark Richard Hewerdine to you and 
ask you to admit him to this cure of souls.

 The Archdeacon presents the new priest and briefly introduces Mark.

Bishop I thank you for your presentation and for the prayer and discernment that  
 lie behind it.
 Churchwardens and people of these parishes do you welcome Mark?
All  We do.

Bishop  Will you support and uphold Mark?
All  We will. 

Bishop Will you share with him in worship and witness, mission and pastoral care?
All  With the help of God, we will.

Bishop Mark, I ask you in the presence of this congregation:
 do you believe that God has called you to minister in this place?
Mark I do.

Bishop Are you willing to receive this cure of souls?
Mark I am.
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 The Bishop says this preface:

The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It 
professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in 
the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh 
in each generation. Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian 
truth in its historic formularies, the Thirty Nine Articles of Religion, the Book 
of Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. In 
the declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty to this 
inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in bringing 
the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making Him known to 
those in your care?

 Mark then makes the Declaration of Assent:

Mark I, Mark Richard Hewerdine, so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief
in the faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the 
catholic creeds and to which the historic formularies of the Church 
of England bear witness; and in public prayer and administration of the 
sacraments I will use only the forms of service which are authorised or 
allowed by Canon.

 Taking the New Testament in the right hand, Mark says:

Mark I, Mark Richard Hewerdine, do swear that I will be faithful and bear   
 true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and successors,  
 according to law: so help me God.

Mark I, Mark Richard Hewerdine, do swear by Almighty God that I will pay true  
 and canonical obedience to the Lord Bishop of Manchester and his   
 successors, in all things lawful and honest: so help me God.

The Collect

 
 The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer with these or other words

Bishop As we license a new priest to this cure of souls, let us pray for him and for  
 all who share in the ministry of this Parish that he may be a faithful   
 priest and true shepherd, and that all may work together for the building up  
 of God’s kingdom in this place.

 A period of silence for prayer then follows
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Bishop God our Father, Lord of all the world, 
we thank you that through your Son  
you have called us into the fellowship of your universal church.  
Hear our prayer for all your faithful people  
that in their vocation and ministry  
each may be an instrument of your love,  
and give to your servant Mark 
and all who minister in this place  
the needful gifts of grace;  
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

All  Amen.

 Mark and the Archdeacon move to their seats. 

¶ The Liturgy of the Word
New Testament Reading

 2 Peter 1:16-19
 read by the Lay Chair of Withington Deanery

 This is the word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

Anthem
 For The Beauty of The Earth - John Rutter

The Gospel
 
 Luke 9:28-36
 read by Dr Helen Reid, Reader Emerita at St Chad’s

 After it is heralded
All Glory to you, O Lord

 At its conclusion
All Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
 After the sermon a period of silence may be kept.
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¶ The Liturgy of Licensing

The Licensing

 Mark stands before the Bishop who addresses the congregation 
 
Bishop Priests are called to be servants and shepherds among the people to whom

they are sent. With their bishop and fellow-ministers, they are to proclaim 
the word of the Lord, and to watch for the signs of God’s new creation.
They are to be messengers, watchmen and stewards of the Lord; they are 
to teach and to admonish, to feed and provide for his family, to search for 
his children in the wilderness of this world’s temptations, and to guide them 
through its confusions, that they may be saved through Christ for ever. 
Formed by the Word, they are to call their hearers to repentance and to 
declare in Christ’s name the absolution and forgiveness of their sins.

With all God’s people they are to tell the story of God’s love. They are to 
baptize new disciples in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, and to walk with them in the way of Christ, nurturing them in 
the faith. They are to unfold the scriptures, to preach the word in season and 
out of season, and to declare the mighty acts of God. They are to preside 
at the Lord’s table and lead his people in worship, offering with them a 
spiritual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. They are to bless the people in 
God’s name. They are to resist evil, support the weak, defend the poor, and 
intercede for all in need. They are to minister to the sick and prepare the 
dying for their death. Guided by the Spirit, they are to discern and foster the 
gifts of all God’s people, that the whole Church may be built up in unity and 
faith.
 
Mark has made the declaration and has taken the oaths required by law in 
the presence of the Bishop and this congregation. Having heard his intention 
to fulfil the ministry to which he has been called, I may now license him to 
serve in this place.

 Mark kneels before the Bishop who reads the appropriate part of the   
 deed or licence and then hands it to the priest with these words

Bishop Mark, receive this cure of souls which is both mine and yours.
 May God grant you the grace to fulfil this ministry faithfully in the name of  
 the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Mark Amen.
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Installation of the New Priest

 Mark stands and is joined by the Archdeacon and churchwardens

Bishop Archdeacon, I now require and authorise you to admit Mark to his new  
 office and to support him in it.

 The Archdeacon leads Mark to the priest’s stall 
 accompanied by the churchwardens

Archd. By the authority of the bishop I, Mark, Archdeacon of Manchester, induct you  
 Mark into the office of priest-in-charge of St Chad’s, Church, Ladybarn, with  
 all the rights and responsibilities belonging to that office.

Warden  As a token of this I give you these keys. It is your duty and privilege to   
 ensure that God’s house is open to all people, so that they may receive his  
 grace in word, prayer and sacrament, in wonder, love and praise.

 The Archdeacon places Mark in his stall

Archd.  Mark, I place you in your appointed seat. The Lord sustain you in this office  
 to which you have been called and daily enable you to grow as a faithful  
 servant of God and his kingdom.
All The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in  
 from this time forward and for evermore. Amen. 

 The bell is tolled to signify the taking possession of the office

Dedication
 

 The congregation turns to face the new priest and Archdeacon
 as they move around the church. 

 The following hymn is sung.

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

 At the font the people present Mark with water

Rep. Mark, receive this water as a sign of your ministry among us
 in baptizing new Christians. 
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 Mark receives the water and pours it into the font

Mark I share with you a ministry of welcome and of leading young and old
 to new birth in Christ Jesus.
 Will you join me in helping to bring all people to know God’s love for them  
 and in revealing the riches of God’s grace to them?
All  With the help of God, we will. 

Archd. God of grace, grant that we may work together in seeking new members of  
 your church, nurturing and caring for all who turn to Christ, so that they, and  
 we, may grow in his love and in the gifts of the Spirit. To you be glory and  
 praise for ever. 
All Amen. 

 We are pilgrims on a journey, 
 and companions on the road; 
 we are here to help each other 
 walk the mile and bear the load. 

 At the lectern the people present Mark with a Bible

Rep. Mark, receive this Bible, a sign of your ministry among us in preaching
 and teaching God’s Word in this place.

 Mark receives the Bible and places it on the lectern

Mark I share with you in opening the treasures of Scripture to all who seek to  
 know and understand God’s purposes.
 Will you join me, confident in the power of the living Word,
 in witnessing in your lives that Christ lives?
All  With the help of God, we will.

Archd. God of truth, give us a longing for your wisdom and a delight to share your  
 good news with others. As we read, mark, learn and inwardly digest your  
 Word, may we be led by the Spirit to him who is the Word made flesh, your  
 Son Jesus Christ our Lord. To you be glory and praise for ever.
All Amen.

 I will hold the Christ-light for you 
 in the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you, 
 speak the peace you long to hear. 
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 At the priest’s stall the people present him with a copy of Common Worship

Rep. Mark, receive this book as a sign of your ministry of spiritual    
 encouragement among us in praying for this parish, for this community and  
 for all people. 

 Mark receives the book and places it on the stall

Mark I share with you the ministry of prayer and of holding one another and those  
 in need before God.
 Will you join me in praying regularly for all God’s people and in making the  
 spiritual journey of discovery to which he calls us?
All With the help of God, we will.

Archd. God of holiness, bind us together in our common life of prayer and worship,  
 that we may grow into the likeness of your dear Son and show forth in our  
 lives the fruit of the Spirit. To you be glory and praise for ever. 
All  Amen.

 I will weep when you are weeping; 
 when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
 I will share your joy and sorrow 
 till we’ve seen this journey through. 

 At the holy table the people present Mark with bread and wine

Rep. Mark, receive this bread and wine as signs of your ministry among us in  
 presiding at Holy Communion.

 Mark receives the bread and wine and places them on the holy table

Mark I share with you a ministry of celebration as together we proclaim the   
 passion and death of our Saviour and his living presence among us.
 Will you join me in this place in the breaking of bread, in sharing the holy  
 mysteries of his body and blood and in renewing our fellowship together?
All   With the help of God, we will. 

Archd. God of mercy, make us one with Christ and with each other in our giving  
 and receiving, and equip us through your Holy Spirit to serve you with joy. To  
 you be glory and praise for ever. 
All  Amen.
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When we sing to God in heaven 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 

 The Area Dean and Lay Chair give Mark a symbol of his ministry
 in the Deanery. 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

 The Archdeacon returns to his seat. 

  The churchwardens, Mark, other clergy and parish representatives
 stand before the Bishop.

The Commissioning and Blessing
of Priest and Team and People

 
Bishop Mark is now duly installed as Priest-in-Charge of St Chad’s Church, Ladybarn. 

He has promised to serve in this ministry faithfully. Yet the work of the 
kingdom in this place is not his alone but belongs to the whole church. Priest 
and people together, you are the body of Christ in this place. Through you 
God continues his work in the world today. Make full use of the gifts which 
the Holy Spirit bestows on you. Be instruments of Christ’s peace and love. 
Support one another in your lives and homes. Strive for justice. Do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, for without him you can do nothing. 

 And so I ask you now, priest and people together,
 do you dedicate yourselves afresh to God in the service of the gospel?
All  With God’s help, we do.

Wardens Bishop, as the churchwardens here, we ask for God’s blessing on all who  
 minister in this place.

Bishop Christ our King, who gives different ministries to his church to prepare  
 God’s people for Christian service, bless you in the ministry to which he has  
 called you, build you together in one body to serve him here and guide you  
 in the ways of justice and of peace, that his goodness and mercy may follow  
 you all the days of your life.
All  Amen.
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Offertory Hymn

 The offertory hymn is sung during which a collection is taken in
 aid of the Bishop’s Ordination Candidates’ Fund.
 (Please gift-aid your contribution if possible).

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age to same;
his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children’s children and for evermore!

The Prayers

 The churchwardens and parish representatives return to their seats.

 Mark receives the collection and then goes to his stall to lead the prayers.

 These responses may be used

 Lord, in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.
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The Lord’s Prayer

 Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All   Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

¶ The Sending Out

 Greeting by Representatives
of the Local Community

 
 The Area Dean introduces representatives of the local community
 who greet Mark

 Notices

 The new Priest-in-Charge gives a few brief notices.

Blessing and Dismissal

 This or another blessing may be used
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Bishop May God the Father, in whom all things hold together,
 give you a spirit of unity and love.
All Amen. 

Bishop May God the Son, who has ascended to the heights,
 pour upon you the riches of his grace.
All Amen.

Bishop  May God the Holy Spirit, who gives to the Church all needful gifts,
 equip and strengthen you in your ministry.
All Amen.

Bishop And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.

Recessional Hymn

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.
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After the organ postlude, the congregation is warmly invited to 
stay for refreshments in the community hall.

From Mark:
I would like to express my thanks to all at St Chad’s who have made Naomi, Isaac, 

Lydia and I feel so welcome, especially wardens and PCC. Thank you also to Rachel, 
Alan and the folk at St Nick’s for their support and encouragement.

The support and friendship of Anne and all at Christ Church and St. Christopher’s
have been, and will continue to be, very precious to me.

 
I greatly look forward to this new phase of ministry and pray that we will all be 

blessed and guided as we work together.
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Bishop Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ postlude

Hymns copied under copyright licence no: 2292774

Eternal God, be with us as we seek to follow 
in the footsteps of your servant Chad, 
whose humility and prayerfulness 
attracted so many to your kingdom. 
Let our lives, like his, 
reflect the light of Christ and the hope of faith. 
In the name of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.

(Community of St Chad, Diocese of Lichfield)




